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North America 2004

The Area Notes for North America would not have been possible without the help of
Kelly Cordes and the American Alpine Journal (AAJ), who provided the original
background material upon which these notes are based. These notes cover the
highlights and major ascents. For a complete report of all activity in North America,
the reader is referred to the current editions of the AAJand Canadian Alpine Journal.

ALASKA

Unseasonably warm temperatures in the Denali Park hampered many
climbing attempts with little climbing taking place outside of the popular
established routes. Steve Lyall and Zach Shlosar climbed a new line, the
Tranquillor Couloir (7000', AK 4), on the left side of Denali's Father and
Sons Wall. Carl Tobin and Vince Anderson established two lines, Durty
Sanchez (ED2/3) and Filthy Jorge (1200m), on East Kahiltna Peak. The
same pair, along with Jonny Blitz, climbed Homage to Pat (WI5 5.7 mixed),
a variation of the Callis-Kennedy (1993) also on East Kahiltna Peak.

Several parties were active in the Ruth Gorge area with significant results.
Sam Chinnery and Andy Sharpe (UK) climbed Snowpatrol (1600m, VI
WI5+) right of the Roberts-Rowell (1974) on the S face of Mt. Dickey. A
few days later the second ascent party confirmed the quality and committing
nature of the line. Over four days Ben Gilmore and Kevin Mahoney put up
Arctic Rage (4500', VI WI6+ R A2) on the vast E face of the Moose's Tooth.
The route shares the start of The Dance of the Li-Woo Masters (Bridwell-Stump,
1981) before moving left to take a line on the left hand flank of the Tooth.
The pair completed the climb over four days on their second attempt.

Ivan Ramirez and Gilly James climbed a new line, The Unforgiven (350m,
M5 WI6) on the W buttress of the Bear's Tooth. The line ends at the base
of the summit serac. On the S side of the Moose's Tooth Scott Adamson
and James Stover established Levitation and Hail Marys (V M7 AO) which
follows a system of ice runnels, chimneys and cracks directly to the east
summit. They also repeated The Unforgiven.

Joe Puryear, along with several different partners, also managed a spec
tacular 14 routes on 13 peaks during the course of his visit including; Cobra
Pillar(Donini-Tackle, 1991) on Mount Barrill and ascents of the Hut Tower
and Eye Tooth. On The Stump, a subpeak of the Wisdom Tooth, Puryear
and Chris McNamara established Goldfinger (12 pitches to 5.11). The line
takes a dihedral previously attempted by Mugs Stump on the left side of
the face before moving right for a direct finish.
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In a two week trip to the Alaska Range Sean Isaac and Shawn Huisman
climbed two new routes. The first, Canadian Bacon (3000', ED1 MS WI4)
on the E face of Royal Tower immediately left of Spam and Legs. They
completed the route in a 17-hour round trip. The second climbed the gully
left of Ring ofFire on Thunder Mountain. Maxim (ED1 M4 WI5) was also
completed in a single round trip, this time in 14 hours.

Mike 'Twid' Turner and Stuart McAleese (UK) were again active in the
Kichatna Spires, this time on Mount Nevermore. Their new line, The Perfect
Storm (1000m, E4 AI), climbs the pillar on the far right of the E face of
Nevermore. After fixing the first 200m they climbed the remaining ground
capsule style over nine days. On Tatina Spire Mark Reeves and Steve
Sinfield (UK) climbed Groundhog Day (14 pitches, E3 AO/AI) right of
Alaskan Rose (Stratford-Thaw, 1996).

Elsewhere in Alaska exploration of the numerous other ranges continued.
Notably the South Pillar of the Devil's Thumb received its first free ascent
when Carl Diedrich and Paul Adam Haraf climbed the line with some
minor deviations from the route used by the first ascensionists (Bebie-Pilling,
1991). Andre Ike and Jon Walsh also visited the Devil's Thumb massif and
completed ascents of The Thumb and all its satellites including two lines
on the East and West Witches' Tits: very impressive given the area's
reputation for poor weather.

CANADA

Just over the border on Mount Kennedy in the Elias Mountains Rich Cross
and Jon Bracey (UK) completed the first ascent of Mount Kennedy's NW
face, finishing the line Pair of Jacks (Tackle-Roberts, 1996). Where Tackle
and Roberts were forced traverse and descend the N spur Cross and Bracey
continued through the second rock band and then up the upper ice field to
the summit. The pair took three days to climb the face and descend,
reporting difficulties up to Scottish 7.

In Canada's Northern Territories the Vampire Spires attracted several
parties. On Vampire Spire itself Doug La Forge, John Sedelmeyer and
Andrew McLean climbed Nosferatu (V 5.9 A2) while Pat Goodman and
Hank Jones returned to climb The Coffin (V 5.11 Cl) and The Dark Side
(IV 5.11).

The publication of Don Serl's excellent Waddington Guide spurred a
renewal of activity around Mount Waddington with numerous climbers of
all abilities visiting the range. Many of the classic harder lines saw one or
more repeat ascents, including Skywalk (Flavelle-Lane, 1982) on Mount
Combatant and Waddington's Wiessner-House (1942) and Risse Route (1987).
The Waddington Traverse (4000m of ascent in 10km, ED+ 5.9 60°) also saw
its first repeat by Mark Bunker and Colin Haley. Several new lines were
also established. Most significantly John Furneaux and Matt Maddaloni
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put up The Smoke Show (to 5.13, one fall) on the south face of The Incisor.
The pair spent some time camped on a ledge 500' above the Tiedemann
Glacier while they worked out the free climbing on the first 1000' of the
route.

In the Bugaboos Nick Martino, Renan Ozturk and Cedar Wright
successfully freed the Italian Pillar (V 5.11 +) and the South West Pillar (V
5.12- R/X) on The Minaret on South Howser. Both routes were climbed
free in 14 and 16 hours respectively with no falls. On the E face of Lost
Feather Pinnacle Duncan Burke and Chris Weidner established Back at
Bob's (7 pitches, IV 5.11 A2).

In the Canadian Rockies visiting climber Frank Jourdan from Germany
made the second ascent (solo) of the Cheesemond-Dick (1200m, V 5.9 A2,
1982) on Mt Assiniboine. He also soloed the Greenwood-Jones (1400m, V
5.8 AI, 1969) on the N face of Mt Temple and The Supercouloir (1200m, IV
5.8, Lowe-Jones, 1973) on Mt Deltaform. Before returning to his native
Germany Jourdan visited The Waddington range and soloed several lines
there also. Mt Alberta's Japanese Route (1925) received its first winter ascent
by Raphael Slawinski, Scott Semple and Eamonn Walsh.

Slawinski and Valeri Babanov also established a new ice route on the N
face of Mt Amery, Aurora (600m WI6), while Paul McSorley and Jon Walsh
put up Rivers ofBabylon (400m, WI 5+ M6+) on Mt Wilson, between Mixed
Master and Ice Nine.

CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

In Yosemite numerous parties continued to free existing lines and add new
ones. Tommy Caldwell, with Beth Rodden and Adam Stack, successfully
freed Dihedral Wall over a period of four days. The route features several
5.13 pitches with difficulties to 5.14a and is probably the most continuously
technical free route today. The Leaning Tower was also the scene of several
important ascents. In October 2003 (previously unreported) Rob Miller
made the second 'free' ascent of the route. I Several other parties followed
also repeating the route free, including Tommy Caldwell's flash ascent.
Numerous other existing lines also received repeat free ascents including;
Golden Gate (5 .13b) by Steve Schneider and Justin Sjong, and a flash ascent
of Free Rider (5 .12c/d) on El Cap by Mark and Mike Anderson. Steph Davis
also made the first female free ascent of the same route. Speed climbing in
the Valley was also prolific this year with Ammon McNeely completing 11
speed climbs on El Capitan and breaking nine records.

In the High Sierras the same high standards of free climbing were in
evidence. Brandon Thau and Dave Nettle made the first free ascent of Eagle

I The first pitch of Leaning Tower is an overhanging bolt ladder. References to
free ascents of this route refer to all climbing above the first pitch.
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Dihedral (IV 5.11-, Rowell-Coe, 1971) on East Fuller Butte. While on The
Incredible Hulk Peter Croft, Dave Nettle, and Greg Epperson put up
Airstream (V 5.13), currently the most difficult free climb in the Sierras.
Later in the year Peter Croft and Andrew Stevens along with Hans
Steingartner returned to The Incredible Hulk to establish Blowhard (IV
5.12+). Croft and Dave Nettle also added The Venturi Effect (V 5.12+). The
Palisade Traverse also saw its second continuous ascent when Scott McCook
and Adam Penney traversed from Southfork Pass to the summit of Mt.
Agassiz, a distance of eight miles above 13,000'.

In the Utah desert Greg Child and several partners put up many new
routes in the Castle Valley area, including Excommunication (IV 5.13) on
The Priest. Joe Slansky was also active in the Moab area establishing new
routes up to 400' in length.

In Colorado's Black Canyon an interesting development was the much
publicised"dry tool free ascent" of Hallucinogen Wall (VI 5.10 A3+) by
Ryan Nelson and Jared Ogden on North Chasm View Wall. The pair
succeeded in freeing all but pitch 13 of the route by conventional means at
5.13- R, impressive in its own right. On pitch 13 however they employed
dry tooling techniques normally reserved for winter ascents. This has
sparked some debate in the U.S. climbing community; not least as to its
impact should such a technique become widespread.

While the continuing trend in the U.S. is towards high-end free climbing,
some notable winter mountaineering also took place. In the Cascades an
exceptional 200415 winter allowed several long-standing projects to be
completed. Most notably the complete North Ridge of Mount Stuart was
climbed by Colin Haley and Mark Bunker. This was one of the few
remaining 'Fifty Classics' to be still awaiting a winter ascent, while in the
Tetons The Grand Traverse also received its first winter ascent (winter of
2003/4). Renny Jackson, Hans Johnstone, Stephen Koch and Mark
Newcomb, climbing as two pairs, completed the traverse in four and three
days respectively. Steven Koch and Mark Newcomb also established The
Alex Lowe Memorial Route on the N face of Grand Teton.
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